“PRAYER PAGE”

TOPICS           Family             Friends             Unsaved             Missions
Lord’s Day-________________________________________________

Monday-___________________________________________________
Tuesday-___________________________________________________
Wednesday-________________________________________________
Thursday-__________________________________________________
Friday-____________________________________________________
Saturday-__________________________________________________
“THANKS &PRAISES”
“Then He spoke a parable to them that men ought always to
pray, and not lose heart…”       Luke 18:1

DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"GENUINE LOVE” 

1 PETER 1:22
 AUGUST 27 – SEPTEMBER 2, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –As we move further along in our study of 1 Peter, this week we come to a verse that speaks to us on the subject of “love”.  A lot is said in our world today about love.  We will find out this week what God has to say about love, specifically about love that saved people have for their brothers and sisters in Christ.   Read 1 Peter 1:22. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to truly teach you this week about the genuine love that we find here in our text.
MONDAY –In the very beginning of our Scripture verse we find out what is necessary in the life of a person for them to be able to demonstrate the love that is about to be described.  In short, one must be saved, born again to have genuine love for the brethren.  This we will see in more detail tomorrow, but the point I would like us to see today is that Scripture clearly states that an unconverted person is unable to demonstrate this genuine love.  No person apart from the new life “IN” Jesus Christ has the ability to love in the way that Peter here describes.  Read these verses speaking of man’s inability to love and live Godly.  Genesis 6:5, Job 14:4,15:14,  Psalm 58:3, Jeremiah 17:9, Mark 7:20-23, John 5:42, 15:18,25, Romans 8:7-8, 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that He alone by His grace can change a person’s heart and make us capable of pleasing Him.
TUESDAY –Yesterday we learned from Scripture that men, who are without Christ and unsaved, are incapable of demonstrating Godly, genuine love.  In contrast, the Word of God is clear in expressing that true, genuine believers


are marked out by their love.  The love that a Christians possesses is a love that as Peter will explain, is genuine and sincere.   Read these verses which speak of our love as believers and notice Jesus Himself said this was the mark of who was truly His disciple.  John 13:35, 14:21 Corinthians 5:14, 1 Peter 1:8, 1 John 2:5, 4:19, 5:1.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to examine you today and see if you posses this love from God.  Ask Him to help you develop it more and more.
WEDNESDAY –We learn from verse 22 that it was when we were saved that we were made capable to love as we should.  Peter points to the time when they were “purified” in their souls and that was clearly when they were “obeying the truth”.  The English rendering of this verse can almost seem to infer that “they” purified themselves.  We know that is clearly false from Scripture.  They did have something they had to do and that was to be obedient to the truth of the gospel.  That is how it has always been and always will be.  God alone must move on a heart to bring faith, (Ephesians 2:1-8) but the one who is granted saving faith demonstrates that work by being obedient to the truth.  Read Romans 5:5, Ephesians 2:1-8, 2 Thessalonians 1:8, Titus 3:5, Hebrews 5:9, 1 Peter 4:17. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God that by His grace He brought life to us His children. Pray for someone unsaved today, that they would obey the gospel.  

THURSDAY –The word Peter uses in this verse for “purified” is the Greek word hagnizo.  It is a perfect, active participle which expresses an action done in the past with results that continue on.  God by His grace saved us and cleansed us (purified) but He also enables us to continue on in bearing fruit for Him. (Ephesians 2:10).  Read these verses that speak of this process in our lives as believers:  Ezekiel 36:25-27, Jeremiah 31:31-34, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 2 Peter 1:4-9.
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise Christ Jesus today that He has cleansed us by His own blood. Ask Him to help you to continue to follow Him in obedience in all that you do. 
FRIDAY –In the middle portion of our verse we find out who Peter says we are to love.  We know from Scripture that our first and foremost love goes always to God the Father, Jesus Christ, and The Holy Spirit.  But the love that Peter is referring to here and the love that demonstrates we do love God is this “sincere love of the brethren”.  The city of Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania gets its name from the Greek word used here for “love of the brethren”.  That is why we know Philly as the city of “brotherly love”.  Peter say’s the love showed here between brothers is to be “sincere” or literally “unhypocritical”.  This is the genuine love that is among those who are truly God’s children.  Read John 13:35, 15:12, Romans 12:9-10, 1 John 3:14, 23, 4:7-8, 5:1-2.      

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you to truly exemplify this genuine love for the brethren.  Examine your heart and see if you have this love within you.  Ask God the Holy Spirit to help you mortify your sins of selfishness and express this sincere love toward the brethren in Christ.  
SATURDAY –We end our verse by looking at another trait that is to be exercised in our love for the brethren.  Not only are we to have a sincere love but that love is to be demonstrated “fervently with a pure heart.”  This word “fervently” is a word that comes from a word that describes a “stretching”.  It speaks of an intense, fervent “stretching out” if you will.  We can see it is a term that implies a choice and decision must be made by the person doing the “fervent” love.  This unselfish love that goes the extra mile is the love that is to be expressed between brethren.  And it is not forced because we read that it is to come from a “pure heart”.  Do you posses and demonstrate this love?  Read 1Peter 4:8, Ephesians 4:32, Galatians 5:16, 22-26.     

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord to truly examine your heart and convict you from His Word.  Ask Him for a heart that would manifest this genuine, sincere, unselfish, fervent love to the brethren. Now go look for an opportunity to demonstrate it.     
